This paper analyzes the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians, focusing on
Israel's dual priorities --the need for security and for legitimacy in this conflict. This paper seeks to identify options for IDF commanders to balance the nation's objectives for security and legitimacy. The paper will first examine the near-term history of Israel's military actions, Israel's position in the face of a campaign to undermine its legitimacy, and the challenges facing IDF commanders today. Then, a review of the situation today and the role of main actors in the arena will show the importance of the international legitimacy in the eyes of the Israeli population and suggest four options for the way forward. Subsequently, analysis of each option's risks and opportunities will indicate a recommended option that assist the military leadership to give for the political leaders the time and freedom to decide about the end, the means and the directions to solve this conflict.
INTERNATIONAL LEGITIMACY FOR ISRAEL'S STRATEGY IN CONFLICT AGAINST THE PALESTINIANS
David Ben Gurion famously said that the destiny of Israel would depend on both her power and her justice.
In all the generations from Joshua son of Nun and until now we always fought a few against many and even if we succeed to bring all the Jews to Israel we will still be a few against many. If we are just loyal to our destiny, history and our vision we will stand. 1 On another occasion, David Ben Gurion said, "If we have to do the cursed job that is called war we should win and not lose."
2 These comments of the first prime minister of Israel and one of its greatest leaders reflect the main philosophy of the young Israeli nation: Israel believes its existence is righteous with justice on her side, and believes that she must prevail in every war.
This paper analyzes the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians, focusing on the state's dual priorities -the need for security and for legitimacy in this conflict. This paper seeks to identify options for IDF commanders to balance the nation's objectives for security and legitimacy. To do so, the paper will first examine the near-term history of Israel's military actions, Israel's position in the face of a campaign to undermine its legitimacy, and the challenges facing IDF commanders today. Then, a review of the situation today and the role of main actors in the arena will show the importance of international legitimacy in the eyes of the Israeli population and suggest four options for the way forward. Subsequently, analysis of each option's risks and opportunities will indicate a recommended option.
This paper reviews references about the Israeli Palestinian conflict as a foundation to understand the current situation of military forces' options in the field. The author's experiences, particularly from duty as a commander of a brigade in the West Bank, inspire the paper's intent to recommend politically neutral options for military forces. Because the conflict is sensitive and it touches nerves of the two nations in many perspectives -religious, historical, cultural and others -an apolitical recommendation for military activities is the best solution to give political leaders the time and freedom to decide about the end, the means and the directions to solve this conflict.
Background
In order to understand the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians, it is essential to understand the roots of this conflict and landmarks in its history. This conflict has existed for more than one hundred years. But the idea of rebuilding the Jewish nation has existed all the time in the Jewish culture and was manifested in the desire of the Jews to come back to their country for over 2000 years. It got a big boost when Benjamin Zeev Herzl wrote his book "The Jewish State" in 1895 and founded the Zionist movement. 3 The establishment of the Zionist movement and the development of national movements all over the world at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century caused a rise of national Arab movements in the entire Arab world including Palestine. 4 The first blood conflict between Arabs from Palestine and Jews happened in the 1920 pogroms on Nebi Mussa day, when the Arabs attacked Jewish people and killed seven Jews. 5 In 1929, during the pogroms, 133 Jewish people were killed by the Arabs due to the high tension between them at that time. After the end of World War II and the Holocaust when the Jews were executed all over Europe, the idea to establish a Jewish state advanced significantly. 6 After the vote of the United Nations When the security situation quiets, the IDF and other security forces can deal more effectively with law-breaking among all the populations in the West Bank. The security situation is measured not just in terror incidents but also in the level of the law breaking. In an environment with higher security, security and police forces can work more efficiently to create both security and safety from personal crimes. This situation demands actions from all authorities in order to arrest lawbreakers, bring them to court and put them into jail. Doing this to a young man who threw a stone or destroyed some
property is much more difficult than to a terrorist, but acts of violence and vandalism can change the situation, light a fire, and return a region to violence.
In Gaza, the routine security situation moved much more extremely from routine In the West Bank, the Palestinian strategy ended direct diplomacy and acts as if
Israel itself is not a legitimate entity. It focuses on activating pressure on Israel through diplomatic actions with international actors. 16 This decision has complex and unusual effects, creating a situation in which there is not political process but there is much diplomatic activity at the operational, military level. This situation introduced terms like "diplomatic operational sphere," which means that the military is the medium to connect with and talk with the Palestinian Authority -and the military will have to understand the limits of that role.
The diplomatic arena played out on other fronts due to the Palestinians' campaign to shape, and damage, the world's perception of Israel's responses to "quiet protests" every week in the West Bank, the flotillas to the Gaza strip, as well as initiatives against Israel in the International Court and the United Nations.
Current Economic Environment. Palestinian economic dependence on Israel in
both Gaza and the West Bank is significant and derives from the security situation.
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The improvement of the security situation in the West Bank causes more and more connections and improvement in the economy of the Palestinians. Trade improved, job numbers rose in the West Bank, and jobs are easier to get inside the cities of Israel.
There is an increase in the Palestinian market and an increase in tourists from Israel and from the whole world. This dependence can be used as a restraining factor and any effort to strengthen or weaken those economic linkages is a strategic decision, especially in light of the Palestinians' efforts to boycott merchandise made in Israel, particularly in the settlements. The economic arena is not just the commercial relations between Israel and the Palestinians but it also links resources like electricity, water, gas and more.
Main Actors and Legitimacy
The main actors in the arena have relevant positions with respect to the two should be a key concept in the USA doctrine, they wrote, "The difference today is that legitimacy is more likely to be based on shared moral perception: growing global moral solidarity. In the modern age, the narrative of 'victory' is more likely to be grounded in a story that makes its way around the planet at the speed of light". 
Israel's Strategic Options
The unique situation demands that Israel's leaders not only protect the security and safety of citizens but also conserve the legitimacy of Israel and to resist any attempt to isolate Israel within the world. The objective of the strategic level of security -IDF, General Security Service and other security forces -is to preserve a range of options for the political level and make it possible to freely make decisions. Israel can consider four strategic options to achieve that objective. This option is feasible, acceptable and suitable only when Palestinians take no offensive actions, and failure will create pressure to change the policy and return to aggressive actions that reject international opinion. This option creates a fine line for leadership between security needs and international pressure, requiring wisdom and sensitivity to manage the tension. The best outcome is that Israel merely manages the situation but does not influence or shape it. This option would preserve the existing tension.
Option 4: Integrate Actions Across the Security, Economy, Legal and Diplomatic
Domains. While the other three options derive from the same logic, representing variations of the same framework (illustration 1), the fourth option represents a new logic. It is rooted in the concept of DIME (Diplomacy, Information, Military, and Economy) and tries to diagnose the problem in a multidimensional way (illustration 2).
This concept recognizes the multiple national elements -security, economy, law and diplomacy -that interact to create and influence the Israeli-Palestinian environment, and thus influence media reports and international opinion. All four sets of activities are relevant to international commitment to Israel's legitimacy and to Israeli society's sense of legitimacy. In turn, military activities executed to maintain legitimacy will preserve freedom to consider a range of options for the political leadership.
The four dimensions -security, economy, law and politics -are the basis for creating legitimacy for Israel, and the last three depend on the security dimension.
Israel's President Shimon Peres captured the interrelationship when he said, "Poverty does not cause terrorism; terrorism causes poverty." 35 For example, when the IDF and other security agencies counter and deter threats, a better security environment enables free movement of trade and workers and fewer bureaucratic processes. In a secure environment with stable economic activity, there is greater ability to respond to violations of law such as plunder, robbery, assault. Beyond that, there is more opportunity for diplomacy: not just negotiation but problem solving for local issues and troubles, such as chronic housing shortages. Acting in those four dimensions will influence not just the environment of the people but also the way that the media reports the situation and, in turn, the support and the interest of the international community.
This strategy requires not only actions but adequate reports and communication across the four dimensions so as to shape opinion about legitimacy inside Israel and within the international community. Resources will be needed. More importantly, integrated processes will be needed to integrate actions across the four domains.
This option is feasible, acceptable and suitable and it enables Israel to control the conflict and influence the situation. However, this option comes with its own unique set of leadership challenges.  Honesty: do not lie but tell the truth even if it is not pleasant to hear.
 Equality: communicate from an equal position, even if the power is in your hands.
 Action: be an agent of action; recognize that talk with evidence is inadequate .
 Availability: try to be available to your allies.
In 
Conclusion
The changes in the long conflict between Israel and the Palestinians about the right to live and to rule Israel's territory demanded that Israel adapt her activity in the last years. Israel is dealing in recent years not only with a threat to her existence but a threat to her legitimacy as well. The history, the tradition, and the culture of the Jewish people as a nation make it impossible for Israel to live without legitimacy within its own society and within the enlightened international community.
That is why Israel should modify its actions and try to influence this campaign.
The delay of the political decision about conflict resolution should not interrupt the security forces and especially the IDF, which control and are responsible for the West Bank, to improve its actions in response to the ongoing campaign to undermine Israel's legitimacy in the world. The fourth option, proposed by this paper, allows Israel to enterprise and lead actions in that campaign, instead of responding to the activity of the other side. The option requires that Israel integrate planning and action among its four key activities of security, economy, law and political action. All these actions can take place at the strategic level of the army, while remaining politically neutral, so as to achieve the objective: to preserve a range of options for the political level and the time and freedom to develop and create support for its decisions. The main strategic leadership challenges unique to this option are two: the requirement to exhaust all capabilities and resources to integrate its actions across all security forces for coordinated activity; and the strategic communication needed to effectively communicate with the right factions at the right time. This fourth option will require that IDF build a plan for this option, reorganize the military structure to enable changes in operations, train commanders at the strategic level to understand this option, and act according to it.
Clausewitz said that, "War is but a continuation of policy in other forms." 45 James
Nathan offered a more complex definition: "Force, to be judged successful, needs to be informed by more than a narrow definition of the national purpose." 46 These two quotes take on deeper meaning in light of the Israeli condition described in this paper. The conflict between Israel and the Palestinians demands now that Israel defines force in an expanded way. For Israel, war is not just a continuation of policy; war and policy must act together complementarily at the same time and in the same arena. Israel must deal with the campaign against her legitimacy as an existential threat and show the world her justice and morality regardless of a political resolution. In his book "the Jewish State,"
Herzel's words express the concept for Israel's future:
I once called Zionism an indefinite ideal and I truly believe that after we achieve our state, the land of Israel, it won't cease to be an ideal because Zionism, as I understand it, includes not only legal aspiration for the promised land for our miserable people but also an ambition for moral and spiritual completeness. 
